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CHAPTER

I

INTRODUCTION
It is believed that parental behavior is perhaps the
greatest environmental factor in the child's life, and
since the childhood period of an individual is thought to
be the period in which guidance is most effective, it is
felt that it is not enough to know a child's moral ideas
of life are wrong, but to know the cause of the ideas will
aid in the proper procedure for correct guidance.
Teachers in the public schools of the nation often are
confronted with child problems of social behavior.

To solve

those problems it is believed has been a working job for
the elementary teachers in the public schools throughout
the years.

If it is feasible the cause for the child's

problems should be known.
It is believed that if the cause of the child's social
behavior problems are known the teacher can so guide the
child to prevent many social conflicts and to help him make
better social adjustments in his environment.
Just as medical science has taught that prevention is
better than cure it is understandable that it is better to
prevent a behavior problem than to adjust one.
There are some influential factors in the child's
life that are dominant and in many instances it is believed

2
that these factors are examples of parent behavior exhib
ited in the presence of the child.

Just as ohildren iden

tify their parents physically when they are featured like
their parents it is felt that identification of parents*
personality is shown in their children's personality.

The

following writers have suggestive literature on the fore
going statement.
Shaffer explains:
Identification arises in early life
through the relationship of parent and
child. Since the young child is assist
ed in many of his activities and achieve
ments by the efforts of his parents, he
establishes the habit of regarding their
qualities as assets of his own. Many
traits, ranging in importance from man
nerisms to moral and social attitudes, are
learned by children through the imitation
of parental qualities because of the op
eration of the identification mechanism.
In this sense, identification is one of
the basic factors in the character forma
tion.1
Shaffer also states:
In the more psychological sphere, the
cultural environment of an individual, the
general linguistic quality of his home, in
his parents' interest and participation in
intellectual pursuits and his formal school
ing, are powerful environmental factors in
affecting some traits. Th.e child who has
been pulled and hauled between quarreling
parents, or who is full of home grown fears
and aversions, has been greatly modified by
environmental influence.""
1
Shaffer, Laurance F., The Psychology of Adjustment.
p. 161.
2
Ibid, p. 346.
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Sherman feels that:
A child may develop the same
attitude as his parents principally
because his identification is so close
that he also absorbs the problems and
thus is forced to develop similar
attitudes.1
Taylor and Brown point out:
The family is an educational agency.
A child's personality or character is more
fundamental than all he may later learn.
The home is an isolated training ground.
For the first few years of the child's
life no other influence touches him. All
his adjustments are to the members of his
own family. All his manners and habits,
all his ideas of ethics and justice, are
based upon the family code. He not only
learns many things during his period of
childhood, but it is exceptional if there
is ever another period of life which does
so much to mold his whole attitude toward
life as the period of early youth. Later
as he enters school and habituates the
play places, he will be influenced by
persons who are not members of his own
family group. Even then, for from ten to
fifteen years, he will return to his hoc®
regularly to eat and sleep, and the early
system of conduct and influences will g
continue largely to dominate his life.
Anderson states:
The traits of personality that make
each of us an individual different from
every other person in the world find their
beginning in the experiences of the child
long before he goes to kindergarten. His

1

Sherman, Mandel, Basic Problems of Behavior, p. 256.

2
Taylor, Carl C. and Brown, B. F., Human Relationship.

15.

4
-home and his parents, whether they are
aware of it or not, start him out on
the kind of person he will be.
Hollingshead's study pointed out three facts as follows:
1.

A complete cross section of a relatively
homogeneous age and sex group in one
community in contemporary America, the
home an adolescent comes from conditions
in a very definite manner the way he be
haves in his relations with the school,
the church, the Job, recreation, his peers,
and his family.

2.

To begin with, we must recognize that the
child receives the vast majority of his
experiences during the pre-school years
in his parental home and in the immediate
neighborhood around his home. During
these years essential aspects of the
class culture which characterize the family
are transferred through the subtle pro
cesses of informal learning from the
parent to the child. What the child learns
in the home is carried out of it to the
neighborhood and the child is not aware of
the connection between home influence and what
he does. In this way, family background goes
along with the child wherever he goes, and
what he has learned in the home acts as a
powerful influence on his behavior in nonfamily social situations.

3.

The behavior patterns and conceptions of
right and wrong, of self, or others, and
of society learned by the child in the
home and the neighborhood are carried into
the school, the church and other areas
of community life.^

1

Anderson, Beatrice, "What Kind of Person Will Your
Child Be? Journal of Association For Children Education
International, Childhood Education. September, 1950, p. 60.

2

Hollingshead, llmtown1s Youth. pp. 441-442

It is felt that it is easy to find the immoral acts
of a child but to solve the problems that arise from the
immoral acts and to adjust the child successfully to the
society in which he lives is a working job for the school
teacher.

If parent behavior influences the moral ideas of

their children, to correct the child1s immoral acts call
for the understanding of the child and his parental back
ground.
Statement of the Problem:
The purpose of this investigation 'was to study the
influence parent behavior has on the moral ideas of their
children.

This involved four minor problems:

Definition of the Problem
1.

To study parent behavior;

2.

to study the moral

ideas of the children; 3, to find other influential factors
in the children's environment other than parent behavior;
4.

to evaluate parent and child relationship as indicated

through questionnaires and personal observations, and to
draw conclusions there from.
Need for the Study
My observation in the Blackshear School Community,
Kearne, Texas, Robertson County, and my experience dealing
with the youth in this school, serves as stimuli for
research on this problem because of their immoral attitudes.
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It is believed that the influence parent activities
and status have on their children produces behavior which
causes the public to criticize the parents and their
children's conduct in society and also causes a negative
response from the child to school activities and personnel.
The allegations contained in the foregoing criticism are
important.

They are concerned with factors and conditions

essential to the production of a good school and citizens
who will make a worthy contribution to society.
It is hoped that the findings of this study may;
(1) inspire parents to make a better home environment for
their children; and (2) induce teachers to study the
parental background of their problem pupils.
Delimitations
This study is limited to sixteen children in the
Blackshear Elementary School, Hearne, Texas, Robertson
*
*
County. Two desirable pupils and two problem pupils from
the fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth grades respectively
were used for the study.
This problem was further limited to the school terms
1949-50 and 1950-51.

These school years were selected

because it was felt that a study of the activities of the
sixteen pupils for two consecutive years at school and the

*

See definition of terms.
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data gathered from observation in the home and the question
naires would give sufficient information to aid in reaching
any conclusions.
This study is limited to the behavior of the guardian
or the child regardless of sex or age of the guardian or
the child.

It is further limited to those persons who have

been citizens of the Hearne Independent School District for
four years or more.

No attempt has been made to explain

whether one parent's behavior has had more influence over
the child than the other parent's behavior.

It is limited

to the behavior of parents while nothing is said about inheri
tance.

The writer believes that inheritance would involve

another problem.
This study is limited to selected factors and situations
related to parent behavior.

No exception has been made in

this study as to the children of parents living in common
law marriage.
groups

This study is also limited to three economic

namely poor, average or good.

Definitions of terms
The terms used in this study carry the ordinary mean
ings, but to be sure they are understandable to the reader
the writer is hereby defining'them as they are intended to
be in this study.
"Parent Behavior" is the mode of a guardian conducting
him or herself, regardless of the title as used in this
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study, without regard to the time, manner, or place of
conduct.
"Influence" in this study means to produce an effect
without force or direct authority.
"Children" referred to in this study are minors enrolled
in the Blackshear Elementary School, Hearne, Texas, Robertson
County, under the supervision of some instructor and coming
from a place called home, supervised by a guardian.
•Moral Ideas" in this study were limited to the atti
tudes tov?ard right and wrong in behavior.
"Environment" in this study means the total experiences
in the child's life.
"Desirable Pupils" are those students who are in good
health, easily disciplined, show interest in their classwork, maintain a scholastic record of 70 or above and show
good human relationships.
"Problem Pupils" are those who are difficult to be dis
ciplined, show poor human relationships and show little
interest in classv/ork.
"Attitudes" are "external reactions resulting from
individual emotional impulse."
Data Procedure
In August, 1950, a collection of educational literature
was read and notes were complied.

An educational film^on

Film, Edna Adams, Prairie View, Texas
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individual differences was viewed.

In September, 1950,

observation was made of two hundred and thirteen elemen
tary students from fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth grades
respectively in Blackshear School, Hearne, Texas, Robertson
County.

Sixteen of the students were chosen for study, two

problem pupils from each grade and two desirable pupils from
each grade.

The homeroom teachers of the sixteen students

observed each of the pupil's relationship with the other
students in the Blackshear School and with the school per
sonnel.

The investigator asked the cooperative teachers to

make their observation from four points of view.
points of view were: (1)

The four

The pupils* relationship with his

classmates in the class club. (2) The pupils' classroom
behavior and classroom participation. (3) The pupils*
methods of participating in playground activities and his
relationships with school personnel on the playground.
(4) The pupils' relationships with school personnel during
general assembly.

They also observed each pupil's accumu

lative school record and gave a report of their findings to
the writer.

The following information was reported concern

ing the students said to b e desirable pupils:
These pupils were chosen as desirable pupils because
they were easy to discipline, cooperative in the classroom
and in school participation. The accumulative record of
each pupil showed an "A" average in conduct, they had
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regular attendance, a healthy body, an academic record of
B or A.

They had developed what was considered a good

personality dominantly noticeable to the Blackshear School
personnel.

Their behavior with their classmates, their

teachers and the Blackshear School administration had
caused them to be rated as good citizens of the school,
community and state.

The teaching personnel of the Black-

shear School had pointed them out a3 being desirable pupils
for Biaekshear High School.

The report also stated that

these pupils had initiative to do classroom activities,
showed much interest in their classwork, were

honest, and

good attitudes toward human beings.
The problem pupils were described as follows: These
pupils were considered problem pupils because they were
hard to discipline, and they created in some instances dis
contentment among student, between students and teacher, and
between parent and teacher.

They were very inattentive,

their interest in class work was very poor, their attitudes
toward human beings were not acceptable to society.

These

young pupils had bad health habits and their behavior was
not considered desirable.

Their accumulative record showed

poor attendance and an average D to B in class work for
each of the pupils.
•the investigator gave each of the foregoing groups two
sets of questionnaires.

The first set consisted of eleven

questions numbered seven to seventeen, the purpose of which

11'

w< 3 to gather data about the parents. The questionnaire
was given to the pupils to gather information concerning
the parents as their children knew them.

The second set

of questionnaires consisted of twenty-two questions, the
purpose of which was to gather data about the child.
This questionnaire was given to the pupil in order to get
information concerning the pupils1 out-of-school life.
The questionnaires were administered to the sixteen pupils
in the investigator's classroom and under her supervision.
The sixteen pupils recorded their answers to both sets of
questionnaires and returned them to the investigator.
The first set of questionnaire numbering seven to
seventeen were compared with the numbers seven to seventeen
on the second set of questionnaire.

This procedure was

used to make a comparative study of the selected parents and
their children.
A visit was made to each home without notification

because the investigator felt that the information desired
could better be obtained without the parents having been
given an opportunity to be influenced by any one as to the
type of response to give to the investigator.

A question

naire consisting of twelve questions was administered to the
parent by the investigator in the home of the selected parent.
This questionnaire was used to gain more information about
the family background.

These visits were also made to
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observe the family and to learn something about their
attitudes toward human relations.
The places of play and recreation for the children
and the places of recreation for the guardians were in
spected and studied.
The economic status of the pupils in this study was
determined by the financial income of the pupils1 parents.
The economic status of the sixteen homes studies were
rated poor, average or good. The investigator got a writ
ten account of each parent*s financial income per month
from the parent's child.
Previous Research
Many psychological studies have been concerned with
the effect of parent behavior and home environment upon
the child.

From these studies it seems that the moral

idea of a child is influenced by its parent's behavior.
In 1934 Williams1 made a survey of predelinquent
school children in ten midwestern cities and found that
of 1,343 delinquents 97 per cent showed emotional malad
justment, 83 per cent were unable to adjust to school
and 77 per cent were maladjusted in their homes.
Williams

a

also found that out of 1,343 children who were

1
Wllllam3'

"Survey of Predelinquent School
Children In Ten Midwestern Cities", Journal of Educational
Psychology, p. 314.
~
2

Ibid, p. 319
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•problems in school 77 per cent came from homes in which
one or both parents were of low grade mentality, illiterate,
diseased or immoral.
Williams concluded that children who were problems in
school came from homes where one or more parents were mal
adjusted or immoral.
In 1934 Glueck and Glueck

studied 734 delinquent

children and found 63 per cent lived in homes in which the
physical conditions were distinctly poor, 35 per cent came
from homes of fair conditions, and reasonable prosperous.
In general, the homes of delinquents are in old houses or
tenements where the rent is low, these dwellings are over
crowded and dirty.

The moral tone of a home shows an even

closer relationship to delinquency of 908 delinquents,
74 per cent lived in homes where the moral tone was bad,
19 per cent lived in homes of fair moral level; and only
7 per cent in really good homes, '^he moral condition of
these homes is further shown by the fact that in 84 per cent
of the cases, some member of the immediate family was also
delinquent—one parent, both parents or one or more siblings.
In 53 per cent of the cases, one or more members of the
immediate family was insane, feeble-minded, epileptic or

1
Glueck, S. S. and Giueck, E. T., One Thousand Juvenile
Delinquents, p. 341.
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syphilitic.

Such defects were suspected in the family

of another 30 per cent.
Glueck and Glueck concluded that 84 per cent of the
delinquent children came from homes where one parent, or
both parents or one or more siblings are delinquent.
In 1936 Healy and Bronner1 made a study of 143 de
linquents.

131 or 92 per cent showed major emotional

disturbances in their home relationships.

Thus, 53 of

them felt rejected and unloved, 45 had deep feelings of
frustration, 62 felt inferior and inadequate, 43 were dis
turbed over family disharmonies, 43 were markedly jealous
of their brothers or sisters, 20 had deep-seated conflicts
or other types centering in the home.
Healy and Bronner

2

gave the following figures about

the homes of 143 delinquents:
Home Conditions of Delinquent Children.
Number of Homes
36 both parents uneduoated
10 both parents subnormal
20 one parent with criminal record
26 one parent heavily alcoholoc
13 one parent vicious
36 one or both parents of low ethical
standards
58 one or both parents or poor emotional
control
21 one or both parents neurotic or
psychotic

1
E^ly,
and Bronner, A . IT., N e w L i g h t O n Delinmifiney
nn, Tt
and Its Treatment. 1936, p. 226
•
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Healy and Bronner concluded tliat delinquents are
more likely than not to come from poorly equipped homes,
in which the parents are of low capacity, inferior econo
mic status, and questionable morals.
In 1941 Hollingshead

1

made a study on Elmtown's

youth with the hypothesis that the social behavior of ado
lescents is related to the position their families occupy
in the social structure of the community. The data used
to test this hypothesis were assembled in a Middle Western
community of some 10,000 inhabitants between June, 1941
and December, 1942. Tjie group studied consisted of 369
boys and 366 girls between the ages of 13 and 19 inclusive,
who resided in the community during the school year 19411942 and who completed the elementary grades between 1938
and 1941.

A complete cross section of this "high school

generation" was attempted, adolescent by adolescent, family
by family.
Hollingshead and his wife accumulated extensive infor
mation of many kinds from varied sources on the community's
social structure. The adolescents' family was placed in the
social structure and the behavior of the adolescent was
observed. The data on the adolescents' behavior was
analyzed to see if they verified or nullified the hypothesis.

1.
Hollingshead, A. B., Elmtown's Youth. Pp. 439-447.
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The Elmtown social structure was found to be strat
ified into five classes and each adolescentfs family was
2

placed in its appropriate class. X was selected as the
statistical tool to test the significance of the rela
tionship between class position and the behavior of the
adolescents.
2

The X

test revealed that the behavior of the adoles

cents is related significantly to class in every major
phase of social behavior - the school, the church, the job,
recreation, the clique, dating and sex.

Therefore, they

concluded that adolescents who have been reared in families
that possess different class cultures may be expected to
follow different behavior patterns in their responses to
situations they encounter in their participation in the
community^ social life.
1

In 1944 Kvaraceus

made a study of a group of 761 de

linquents, 44 per cent had repeated at least one term of
school, as compared with 17 per cent of all other children
in the same school.

About 60 per cent of these children

expressed a definite dislike for school, and 34 per cent
had been truants, as compared with 7 per cent among nondelinquents. The latter had a higher average intelligence,
to be sure, but most of the former scored within the limits

1
Kvaraceus, W. C, "Delinquency A By-Product of ttB
School?" quoted by Cole, Pp. 325-236.
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of normality.

It is probable that these young delinquents

experience a considerable degree of frustration in con
nection with their school life.
The school contributes unintentionally to delinquency
because, instead of arranging a curriculum around those
things to which a pre-delinquent child will pay attention,
it tries to suppress such interests and to substutute a
desire for academic learning.

By now it is certainly evi

dent that delinquent children soon revolt against the
traditional school, and their best hope of salvation is
lost.

Neither their homes nor their neighborhoods are

usually good enough to keep them stable.

When they leave

school they usually abandon the one constructive influence
in their lives.
Kvaraceus concluded that a "delinquent" environment
consists, then, of three main

elements: a home in which

parents are ineffective in discipline, unsuccessful eco
nomically, unable to furnish emotional security to their
children, of not more than average native ability, of un
desirable personal habits, and of questionable morality,
a neighborhood that devised for adults, quite without
safeguards for children, and largely without safe outlets
for emotional and social life; and a school that tries to
make scholars out of non-academic material.

When all three

elements are affecting the same unstable child at the same
time, a delinquent is likely to be produced.

1

In 1947 Remmers and Weltman

made a study on

"Attitudes Inter-Relationships of Youth, Their Parents
and Their Teachers? The study was designed to obtain
answers to these questions: (a) How are youths* attitudes
related to parental attitudes'? (b) How are youths* atti
tudes related to their teachers* attitudes?
The Purdue Opinion Poll for Young People was used
for obtaining data for the study. The cooperation of 10
school communities in Indiana and Illinois were obtained
through correspondence.

The high school youth and their

parents were vary largely a rural sample in that they
either lived in the country or in towns less than 2,500
population. Their sample included 88 sons, 119 daughters,
207 fathers, 207 mothers, and 89 teachers.

This sample

of high school pupils were fairly representative of a
larger rural sample of 2,700 pupils polled.

Code number

signed by local school authorities to parent and children
made possible identification of parents with their children
without destroying the anonymity of the polling.

Results

from individual schools, of course, identified the teachers
with their pupils and pupils' parents.

A sheet of in

structions to the parents emphatically urged them not to
discuss the poll question with their children until they
j

__

—

„

Remers, H. H. and Weltman, N., "Attitudes InterRelationships of Youth, Their Parents and Their Teachers,"
Journal of Social Psychology. Pp. 61-68.
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had been independently answered.

The poll sheet used

in this study was administered in October, 1944.
The five correlations on reported home environment
for mothers vs. fathers, mothers vs. sons, mothers vs.
daughters, fathers vs. sons, and fathers vs. daughters
were each - .99.
Remmers and WeItman*s summary and conclusion were
as following: (l) There is a strong positive relation
ship among members of the same family with respect to
attitudes as measured in this study. (2) The strength
of this relationship varies somewhat with the nature of
attitude object.

(3) Mother vs. father and daughters vs.

sons respectively tend to agree somewhat more closely than
do parents and children. (4) In so far as the attitudes
studied are typical and parents are typical of adults a
fairly accurate measure of adult public opinion is ob
tainable by measuring the high school population. (5)
There is a suggestion that older children (grade 11-12)
are less like their parents in attitude patterns than
are younger children (grade 9-10). (6)

The data suggest

a more similar pattern of attitudes of parents and children
than that of teachers and children or of teachers and
parents. (7) So far as this sample of attitudes are
concerned there is a highly integrated pattern of attitudes.
Political party preference and socio-economic status had
relatively little influence.
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CHAPTER II
INFLUENCE OF PARENTS AND COMMUNITY ON THE
CHILDREN*S BEHAVIOR
A study of the twenty-nine guardians and their homes
revealed much information regarding their educational
preparation, the educational resources available in the
home, where and how the guardians spent their leisure
hours, the guardians' general method of supervising their
youth, and the guardians' economic status.
Parents' influence
Educational status and facilities in the home. In
this study there were four levels of educational status:
College graduate, high school graduate, elementary graduate,
and those on elementary level.
Table I shows that out of twenty-nine guardians studied,
two had finished college, six had finished high school,
eight had finished elementary school and thirteen were on
the elementary level. There were three homes with only one
parent each.

Some parents from the same home were of

different educational status.
Information received from home visitations and ques
tionnaires gave the investgator data on the reading
materials and educational facilities in the home.

One of

the two homes of the college graduate level had one guardian.

21

TABLE I
EDUCATIONAL STATUS AS REPORTED BY THE
TWENTT-NINE GUARDIANS STUDIED

Guardians
Educational levels

Number

Guardians
Per Cent

Graduated from college

2

7

Graduated from high school

6

21

Graduated from elementary
school

8

28

On Elementary level

13

44

Total

29

100
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The educational status of that home was similar to the
educational status of the other home of the same level.
In these homes there were a large supply of good hooks,
magazine, newspapers, comic books, a radio, and a piano.
In the home where there were two guardians, one guardian
v/as a college graduate and the other was a high school
graduate. The pupil from that home had a scholastic average
of B, and the pupil from the other home in the college
level had a scholastic average of A.

See (Table II)

In four homes of the second level, high school
graduate level, the reading materials and educational
facilities varied somewhat.

Out of the four homes in the

high school graduate level two had a large supply of good
books, magazines, a newspaper, comic books, a radio, and a
piano. The pupils of these homes had an academic record of
"A®. The other two homes of this level had a small number
of educational books, a newspaper, and a radio.
pupils had an average of

One of these

and the other had an average of

"F".
There were two homes in the elementary graduate level
that had a few good books to read, a radio, a newspaper,
comic books and a few magazines. The pupils from these
homes had an average of

rtA".

The other two homes in this

level had a radio, a newspaper, comic books, and a few
magazines.

The pupils from these homes had an average of

"B" and

respectively.
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The educational facilities of the homes of the thir
teen guardians on the elementary level were similar. Most
of them had a radio, comic books, magazines, and newspapers.
Each of these pupils made an average of A, B, C, or F.
Fifty per cent of the pupils from the homes of college
graduates with a large supply of educational facilities
made an average of A in their school work. Fifty per
cent of the pupils from homes of high school graduate level
made an average of A. Fifty per cent of the pupils from
homes of the elementary graduate level made an average of
A.

16.66 per cent of the pupils from homes on the ele

mentary level made an average of A.

The information

found on the educational status of guardians and pupils,
reveals that children coming from homes where educational
status and facilities are limited may make an average in
school work as high as pupils coming from homes of higher
educational status.
The six A's shown in Table III were made by pupils
coming from homes where the guardians were of elementary
level through college level and the pupils from grades five
through eight.

All the A*s were made by desirable pupils.

Children are of the same social status as their parents
but the record of good school work is traoeable to some
educational impression the parents have given to the child,
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TABLE III
THE NUMBER AND PER CERT OR THE SIXTEEN PUPILS*
AVERAGES AS PER GRADE LEVEL

Grade l e v e l s

5

Number and
per cent of
pupils

No.

Per
Cent

Per
*0. Cent

2

12.5

1

Average of B
Average of C

Average of A

Average of E
Total

6

7

8

T o t a l

No.

Per
Cent

No.

Per
Cent

6.25

1

6.25

2

12.5

1

6.25

3

18.75

1

6.25

2

12.5

1

6.25

4

25.00 4

25.00

2

4

25.00

4

i

3er

No. lent
:

6

37.50

4

25.00

3

18.75

3

18.75

25.00 16

100.00

12.5

17. R, Banks Library
Prairie View A.AM. College.

•
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'special care or time and money for furthering the child's
education. Nieden concludes in her study that:
The record of good work in school
was not traceable simply to improvement
in socio-economic status, but to the
fact that the children entered a decidely
good environment. Interpretation of
successful placement is in terms of de
voted care and stimulation offered by
adopting parents.
The economic status of the sixteen homes studied.
These homes were rated good, average,or poor.

The select

ed homes were rated on the basis of the guardians' income
per month.

All guardians with an income less than $ 100.00

was rated poor, those with an income from

100.00 to

& 199.00 were rated average,and those with an income from
$ 200.00 and up were rated good.
Homes rated good. There were five homes of the de
sirable pupils rated good. These homes represented 62.5
per cent of the desirable pupils' group.

Three of the pu

pils from these homes made A's and two made B's in their
school work. Two of the problem pupils' homes were rated
good. Ihese homes represented 25 per cent of their group.
One of these pupils made an F and the other one made a C.
Homes rated average.

There were two homes of the

1
Nieden, Margarete Zur, "The Influence of Constitution
and environment Upon the Development of Adopted Children."
1ournal of Psychology, p. 95.
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desirable pupils rated average.

The pupils from these homes

had a scholastic average of A. This number of pupils re
presented 25 per cent of the desirable pupils* group. There
were three problem pupils' homes rated average.

Each of

two pupils from these homes had a scholastic average of B,
and the other one a scholastic average of C, which repre
sented 37.5 per cent of the problem pupils' group.
Homes rated poor. There was one home of a desirable
pupil rated poor. The pupil from this home had a scholastic
average of A, which represented 12.5 per cent of the de
sirable group. There were three problem pupils' homes
rated poor, which represented 37.5 per cent of the group.
Two of the pupils from these homes had a scholastic average
of F and the other one had a scholastic average of C.
Table IV reveals that pupils from each group of homes
had similar averages.

All the averages were represented in

each group with the exception of Ff which was not represent
ed in the average group. From this study the scholastic
status of the sixteen pupils studied in the Blackshear School,
could not be determined by the economic status of their
homes. The writer feels that an opportunity for educational
development on the part of the child, more parental interest
in the home for further education, and the feeling of
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TABLE IV
PUPILS GRADE DISTRIBUTIONS ACCORDING TO ECONOMICAL
STATUS IN THE HOMES
Economical
rating of
homes

Poor

Homes of desirable
pupils

Grades
Grade
Avera.ee
A
"TT

5

6

7

8
i

Average

Good

Total

5

c

1
1

1
2
2

2

I

1

1

1

1
2

8

X
1

1

1

7

2

2

Total
No*

1
1

A
B
C
F

6

1

JH"
A
B
C
F

Homes of problem
ouoils

2

2

2

2

2
2
1
5
2
1
1
16
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security and love from their parents are factors that sti
mulates pupils for educational growth.
It is believed that economic status of parents affects
the behavior of their children.

Hollingshead points out

that:
The social behavior of adoles
cents is related functionally to the
position their families occupy in the
social structure of the community.
He also states that:
In this world of close, interpersonal
relationships they have learned how their
families are regarded in the large nonfamily area of society. In the neighbor
hood they also come in contact with per
sons, both children and adults, from
other classes and neighborhoods. It is
here that they first become aware that
there are people socially different from
themselves.^
The desirable pupils in this study came from homes
of a minister, a barber, a tailor, a merchant, a mechanic,
a common-laborer, and two teachers.
The problem pupils came from homes of common laborers.
Healy and Bronner concluded that:
Delinquents are more likely than not
to coir^e from poorly equipped homes, in
which the parents are of low capacity, in
ferior economic status, and questionable
morals.5

1
Hollingshead, A. B., Elmtown's Youth, p. 439

2

Ibid, p. 445.

an^

3
Healy, W. and Bronner, A, F., New Light on Delinquency
Treatment. p, 226
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Health factors.

Health is an influential and im

portant factor in the behavior of any child.

He cannot

adjust himself to the situations of life if he is mentally
or physically ill.

The investigator made a chart by which

all pupils in this study were checked. (See table V)
There were two pupils in this study with speech defects.
One was a desirable pupil with an average of A and the other
one was a problem pupil with an average of C.
parent ill.

There was one

The pupils* health records were checked, their

heights and weights were taken.

The pupils were checked

for overweight and underweight.
The writer feels that if two pupils having a common
defect, show great variations in the quality of academic
work and social adjustment, there must exist another factor
which accounts for this difference.

From data collected

the writer feels that the condition of the home in which
the child lives is responsible for the greater portion of his
social maladjustment. From this study it is made known that
speech defects are not the most influential factors in re
tarding the pupil in his academic work, nor prohibiting him
from social adjustment.
These data show that pupils with the same defects react
differently to the same situation in the same environment,
and maintain different academic standards.

It was noted

that the better social adjustment and higher academic
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TABLE V
HEALTH RECORD BY GROUPS

Defects
Speech

Desirable Pupils
Problem Pupils
With , Without Total r With . Without, Total

(

1

7 '

0

8

6

1

^
'

Auditory

'

7

8

8

0

8

8

"

Eyes

0

8

8

0

8

8

Other
Diseases

0

8

8

0

8

8

Nervousness

0

8

8

4

4

8

Malnutrition

0

8

8

0

8

8

32accomplishments were attained by the desirable pupil.
Social background of the homes.

A study of the social

background of the homes of the sixteen pupils under study
revealed many social problems with which these young pupils
were confronted. The type of influence the parents created
in the homes was made known.

It was found in this study

that, whatever conceptions of right and wrong the child
formed in the home was shown in his non-home activities.
Hollingshead explains that:
"Family background goes along with
the child wherever he goes, and what he
has learned in the home acts as a power
ful influence on his behavior in nonfamilysocial situations."1
Parents with illegitimate children.

Out of the sixteen

homes used in this study seven had illegitimate children in
them. Two were homes of desirable pupils and five were
homes of problem pupils. Further study was made of the seven
parents from these homes. A special study of the seven
parents was made by observation, personal interview, rechecked questionnaires, questioning old citizens. It was found
that the parents' home environment of the problem pupils was
different from that of the desirable pupils. In many
instances, the problem pupils were without supervision most
1
Hollingshead, A.

B.,

op. pit., p. 442
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of the time when they were at home.
A study of each group, the problem pupils and their
parents, the desirable pupils and their parents showed
similar behavior patterns between parents and pupils in
each group but a marked difference was shown between the
parents of the two groups and the children of the groups.
Delinquent Siblings in the home.
with a delinquent sibling.
home.

Dhere was one home

A problem child came from this

He was a child that tried to deceive people.

of the "get by"nature.

He was

A visit to the home, observation

of the boy in the home, and an interview with the mother
and delinquent sister, gave some information as to why the
boy may have acted as he did.
The sister had three little girls.

She spoke of not

being able to do without her smokes and not wanting to stay
on jobs, it was too much work for her, but she did not want
the boy to smoke.

Also she dictated to the brother telling

him what to do and what not to do.

She asked me to please

do something for her brother to make him be thoughtful about
his school work and to be smart about working on jobs.

When

I asked about the other children in the home the mother told
me with pleasure that the girl was their mother and the
girl was not married.
All children that are called problem pupils are not
problem pupils.

A study of the parental background of prob-
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lem pupils made by Dreikurs revealed that:
The child's behavior, regardless of
how much disturbance it causes or how
abnormal it may appear, must be consider
ed a logical answer to the situation in
which he finds himself. First of all his
behavior is a response to the mother's
attitudes and her methods of dealing with
him and is interrelated with the behavior
of his siblings. Sometime the "problem"
child is not the real problem at all: his
apparently "good" and well adjusted brother
or sister may be the source of the dis
turbance.
The writer believes that, the above mentioned boy's
human relationship with his teacher and schoolmates was
affected by his delinquent sister.
Mother and father separated.

There were seven, or

43.7 per cent of the homes in this study with mothers and
fathers separated.• One was the home of a desirable pupil.
The other six were homes of problem pupils.

The guardians

in these homes either had no companion, had another husband
or wife, or a common law husband or v/ife.
Table VI shows that 75 per cent of the problem children
came from broken homes, while only 12.5 per cent of the
aesirable pupils came from broken homes.

Some of these

pupils were mal-adjusted and showed poor human relationship.
Some of them had mal-adjusted parents.

These pupils' be-

Sreikurs, Rudolph, "Family Group Therapy In The Chicago
Community, Child-Guidance Centers", Mental Hygiene, p. 292.
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TABLE VI
FACTORS INFLUENCING DELINQUENCY IN THE
SIXTEEN HOMES STUDIED
•!.

Desirable Pupils' Problem Pupils'
homes
homes
No.
Parent frequent
night spots
Parents with
illegitimate
children
Delinquent;
siblings in
the home
Mother and
father
separated
Mothers have
never been
married
Living Common
Law Marriage

Per Cent

No. Per Cent

Total
number
of homes

1

12.5

5

62.5

6

2

25

5

62.5

7

1

12.5

1

6

75

7

1

12.5

1

2

25

2

1

12.5
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havior patterns at school reflected their parents' behavior
patterns.
Hollingshead said:
The behavior patterns and conceptions
of right and wrong, of self, of others
and of society learned by the child in
the home and the neighborhood are carried
into the school, the church, and other areas
of community life.
A child grows up best in a home composed of a father
and mother.

Both parents are needed, since the two are for

somewhat different functions in the rearing of children.
A child is more likely to develop normality if both parents
are in the home.
Broken homes cause maladjustment.

One common cause for

broken homes is the death of either father or mother.

Out

of the seven broken homes in this study there was only one
caused,by death.

The other six were caused by divorce, a

common law marriage or there had never been a marriage.
Broken homes caused by divorce sometimes cause children in
the home to become emotional, nervous, and irritable.
a result, the children become problems.

As

From, the above

data on six children, it is understandable why these
pupils were considered problem students.

These pupils were

maladjusted and had not grown up, felt the place of security
and some wanted to be the center of attraction.

1.
Hollingshead, op. cit., p. 442.
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Cole said:
There are three additional unde
sirable characteristics of the homes
that produce delinquents. The first
is the incompleteness of the family
circle; that is, the home is broken
by the absence of one of the parents.
In present day society 1 child in 9,
or 11 per cent, grows up in a home
that lacks either father or mother.
If the proportion were the sarae for
delinquents, only 11 in each 100
would come from such homes, but
actually over half of them do. The
breaking of the normal family con
stellation therefore appears to be
±
influential in producing delinquents.
It is clear that the child who grows up in an unbroken
home has a better chance of feeling secure and developing
a normal personality.

If either member of the family is

missing the home environment is defective and the child
may suffer in consequence.
Community influence.

This section will give a survey

of those elements in community life that influence the lives
of the children.

These elements are: Picture shows, Boy

Scouts, Girl Scouts, church, school, beer taverns, ice cream
parlors, "domino 3hacks" and baseball fields.

The community

influence is distinct from either home or school influence.
It does offer both
youth.

wholesome and dangerous recreation for

A few gifted or lucky individuals may prosper in

this environment but humanity as a whole cannot.

1

Cole, Luella, Psychology of .adolescence, p. 320.
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Picture shows are to children in some cases an ad
vantage and a disadvantage in others.

If the films are

suitable for youth, it is an advantage for the pupils to
view them; but, if the films are not the type suitable for
youngsters, they are detrimental.
Table VII reveals that 100 per cent of the pupils
went to the picture show.

Most of these youngsters went

to the show once or twice a week.
been chaperoned.

Only two reported having

The other fourteen went to the picture

shows without a chaperone.
The influence of motion-picture on moral concept and
conduct is a topic much discussed.

1

others

Thurstone, Jones and

have found definite evidence that specific pictures

affect children's attitude toward gambling, stealing and
the like.

Th.us it appears to be definite that motion-

pictures are a strong influence either for improving or
lowering moral conduct or youth.

From all evidence it de

pends upon the type of film viewed whether the pictures were
suitable for the pupils in this study.

Since 87.5 per cent

of the pupils went to the shows without their parents knowing
the type of shows they were to view, the writer will not dis
cuss whether picture shows improved or lowered the moral conduct of these pupils under study.

T

The writer further con-

•Thurstone, Jones and others, "Child Development,"
Encyclopedia Educational Research. XIII, p. 171.
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TABLE VII
THE NUMBER AND PER GENT OF PUPILS ATTENDING
PLAGES OF RECREATION
Places of
Recreation

Attended

Did not attend

No.

No.

Per Cent

Per Cent

Total
No. Per Cent

Desirable Pupils
Night Spots

0

0

8

100

8

100

8

100

/

Dupree's Con
fectionery

0

Blue Moon Ice
Cream Parlor

5

62.5

3

37.5

8

100

2

25

6

75

8

100

Picture Shows

8

100

0

0

8

100

Visiting
Friends

8

100

0

0

8

100

"•Comino Shacks"

0

0

8

100

8

100

Problem Pupils
Night Spots

5

62.5

3

37.5

8

100

Dupree's Con
fectionery

5

62.5

3

37.5

8

100

Blue Moon Ice
Cream parlor

8

0

0

8

100

Ball Field

5

3

37.5

a

inn

Picture Show

8

100

0

0

8

100

Visting Friends

8

100

0

0

8

100

"Domino Shacks"

_5_

37.5

8

Ball Field

0

100
62.5

62.5

8

_a

100

.100 ,,

* This ice cream parlor is located in the night spot sections
of the town.

40
eluded that picture-shows were not the most influential
factor in the child's life, because each group of pupils
studied attended the picture shows 100 per cent, but their
social-adjustment was different.
Boy Scouts.

Four of the seven boys in this study were

members of the Boy Scouts.

The other three did not belong

to any civic organization.

Two of the four boys that were

members of the Boy Scouts were desirable pupils and the
other two were problem pupils.

One hundred per cent of the

desirable boys were members of the B0y Scouts.
Club members were co-operative and had a better behavior
pattern than non-members.

Club training will lead to im

provement in moral concepts and conduct just in so far as
the activities of that club provide opportunities for young
people to develop ihemselves.

Boy Scout training helps

the boys to develop a good personality and better human re
lations.
Girl Scouts.

Out of the nine girls in this study

eight were Girl Scouts.

The other, one was not a member of

any civic organization.

Out of the eight Girl Scouts, about

87.5 per cent of their parents belong to a civic organi
zation. Some of the girls showed improvement in their con
cepts of right and wrong.

The club members showed a more

cooperative spirit among their fellow students than before
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and their disciplinary problems were less.

"The

Girl

Scout Laws" point out the relationship that should exist
between the student and personnel.

The Girl Scout clubs

as other clubs for children serve as influential agencies.
School.

The school is a community organization and

definitely influences the child.

At a very early age the

pupils leave their parents, their first teachers, and go
to school.

Nov; they are with new teachers and in a new

environment.

They will gain new experiences and form new

concepts of life.

Children build up their ideas slowly

but the process can be accelerated by the teacher.

This

can be done by motivating the pupils' activities, creating
more interest in the school work, and making the lessons
more meaningful to the pupils.

At school the child finds

companions with whom he must exchange ideas, f oria an
opinion of, and share new experiences. School is a new
situation for the young child and is an influencing factor
in his life.

The students and their activities, the

teachers and their activities and the pupils' new ex
periences are influencing agencies.

These agencies are

important in helping to develop the "whole" child. It
has been pointed out in this study that, there are other
influential factors in a child's life other than the parents'
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behavior.

The school is one of those factors that can

touch every child.

An author whose name was not published

stated in Better Homes and Gardens:
Children learn much that they
know of right and wrong from sources
outside the home. They learn from
companions, from the church, and from
the school, ^'o strengthen the nation
we must strengthen the influence of
these auxiliaries of the home. The
influence of companions may be good
or bad, depending largely on chance.
The teaching of the church is good,
but in these days it4 fails to reach
too many children. ,J-he only influence
outside the home that can be brought
to bear on every child, white or
black, is that of the school. We must
be sure that it is good.l
The sixteen children in this study had their basic
human drives:

Social, emotional, and intellectual.

These drives are common to any group of youngsters.
A good school will help the pupils to understand
their drives, meet the pupils* needs, and show them the
advantage and disadvantage of the drives being accomplish
ed.

If the pupils* needs are not met, delinquency and

maladjustment may develop.

Table VIII shows some of the

factors contributing to delinquency as seen in the sixteen
pupils studied.

In order to meet the needs of the pupils

shown in Table VIII Blackshear School has an activity ex
ploratory period.

During this period the students are per-

"Whor's name not published, "Want Them To Be Like You?**
Better Homes and Gardens. p. (not given)
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TABLE VIII
FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO DELINQUENCY
SHOWN BY THE SIXTEEN PUPILS STUDIED

Desirable Pupils
Boy

Cirl

Total

Problem Pupils
Per Boy
Cent

Jirl

Total

Per
Cent

Peeling of
inferiority

0

0

0

0

2

2

4

50

Frustration

0

0

0

0

1

2

3

37.5

Truancy

0

0

0

0

3

0

3

37.5

Lack of emotional
stability

0

0

0

0

2

2

4

50

Nervousness

0

1

1

12.5

2

2

4

50

Delinquency

0

0

0

0

1

0

1

12.5

Retardation

0

0

0

0

4

0

4

50
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mitted to participate in the activity they like best.
curricular activities were offered the students.

Extra

As a re

sult of the school's influence on the pupils they have shown
some improvement in class work, social adjustment, better
human relationship, and improvement in discipline.
The Church. The church is a religious organization
in which children are taught the way of Christ, and right
from wrong. In early childhood they are usually interested
in church or religious organizations in proportion to the
interest their parents have in these organizations. They
attend the church their parents attend and if the children
become members of the church they usually join the church
their parents are members of.
Formal religious training for the majority of the pupils
in this study began in the Sunday school when they were
4, 5, or 6 years of age.

Children of that age will attend

the church their parents attend and will form their parental
religious attitude early in life. There are three stages of
religious development among children: the fairy tale stage,
the realistic stage, and the individualistic stage.

The

writer is concerned only with the individualistic stage,
because the group under study is in that stage. Pupils in
this stage begin to select from religion the elements that
satisfy their own needs and drives.

They accept such formal
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religious concepts as their parents offer them.
Answers to the questionnaires reveal the fact that in
this study the parents and their children were in the same
church.
Table number IX reveals that the girls excelled the
boys in attending religious services.

Nine, or 100 per

cent, of the girls attended Sunday school while five, or
71 per cent, of the boys attended Sunday school.

Out of

the five boys who attended the services, two were desirable
pupils and three were problem pupils.
For morning church services nine, or 100 per cent, of
the girls attended.

The boys also attended 100 per cent.

For evening services, seven, or 77.7 per cent of the girls
attended the services.

Six were desirable girls and the

other one was a problem girl.
the services.

The other two did not attend

Two desirable boys or 28.5 per cent, attended

evening service.

The other five did not attend.

For night services, four desirable girls and three prob
lem girls attended service.

The girls were 77. 7 per cent in

attendance 'while only two, or 28.5 per cent of the boys
attended.
A study

The other five boys and two girls did not attend.

of the influence of the church on the sixteen select

ed pupils revealed that, the girls attended more religious
services than boys and that children form religious attitudes
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TABLE IX
THE ATTENDANCE TO RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS
AS REPORTED BY THE SIXTEEN CHILDREN

Religious
Services

Did
At
tend not
ed

Desirable
Boys

Problem.
Girls

Desirable
Girls

Did
At
tend not
ed

At
Did
tend not
ed

T'otal

PnDblena
:3oys

At —
tend
ed

Did
lot

Girls

Boys

Sunday
School

6

0

3

0

2

0

3

2

9

7

Morning
Service

6

0

3

0

2

0

5

0

9

7

Evening
Service

6

0

1

2

2

0

0

5

9

7

Night
Service

4

2

3

0

2

0

0

5

9

7
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similar to those of their parents.
Beer tavern.

There are a dozen beer taverns in the

Hearne community, anybody is permitted to frequent these
taverns, young people and old people.

They are kept open

late at night and in operation every day.

About 50 per

cent of the beer taverns are located on Sixth Street at a
place called the "Hill".

This place has nothing to offer a

youngster who wants to survive.

Mudering, cursing, steal-

ing, fighting, lying, drinking, and many other ugly things
that accompany the above events go on at this place.
parents and pupils frequent these places.

Both

Table VII com

pared with Table VI shows that where parents frequent beer
taverns their children are more likely to frequent the
taverns.
There were no desirable pupils frequenting night spots.
There was one home of desirable pupils where parents fre
quent night spots.

Five problem pupils frequent night spots.

The other three did not.

Parents from five homes of problem

pupils frequent night spots.
It is believed that these young pupils at an early age
accepted what their mother or father did as being right;
therefore, they feel free to pattern after their parents'
behavior.

They have formed a concept that the activities

at the beer taverns are quite all right.
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Graves explains:
Earlv impressions are the pasic foun
dations of personality. These impressions
grow and attitudes are formed from the ^
myriad experiences of significance or in
significance in the early day environment.
The child learns what is good and had,
what is socially acceptable, standards of
heauty and health from his early surround
ings.x The child's first school is his
home.
Ice cream parlors.

The two ice cream parlors used

in this study are "Dupree's Confectionary" and "Blue Moon
Ice Cream Parlor."

The location of these parlors have

something to do with the environment in which the pupils
are thrown when they frequent them. As the crowd drifted
to and fro, the youngsters, for the greater part, drifted
to the ice cream parlors and formed gangs.
Table VII shows no desirable pupils attending ice
cream parlor Number One.

It shows five, or 62.5 per cent

of the problem pupils attending ice cream parlor Number
One. The environment of the ice cream parlor Number One is
the same as that of the beer taverns.
Ice cream parlor Number Two is not located in the
beer-tavern block.

The environment is better at ice cream

parlor Number Two than the environment at ice cream parlor
Number One.

Five, or 62.5 per cent of the desirable pupils

frequent ice cream parlor Number Two. Three, or 27.5 per
cent, reported having not gone.
1

Eight, or 100 per cent, of

Graves, Martha, "It's Up to Us," Texas Parent Teacher,
p. 7.
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cent, reported having not gone.

Eight, or 100 per cent,

the problem pupils frequent this ice cream parlor.

The

data given above will enable a reader to understand that
the pupils and their parents in this study have the same
class culture and therefore have developed similar behavior
patterns.
Hollingshead concluded in his study that:
Adolescents who have been reared
in families that possess different
class cultures may b e expected to
follow different behavior patterns in
their responses to situations they en
counter inthe community's social
life.1
Domino shacks. In Hearne community people gathered at
"shacks" and played dominos.

The people who frequented

these places were the same as those described in the para
graph on beer taverns.
the two places.

The environment was similar for

One would be influenced to steal, gamble

or be dishonest in any way.

The association and contact

with the people found in these places v/ill bring about some
similarity in the behavior among the youth frequenting these
places.
Cole says that:
The level of honesty tends to be
similar among friends, or among members
of the same family. The correlation
of scores between children and their

1
Hollingshead, on. oit.. p. 442.

parents is very high, and that
between children and their friends
quite high; but it is zero between
punils and either their school
teachers or their Sunday School
teachers. Finally, honesty corre
lates highly with the economic and
cultural level of the homes from
which the children come.l
Table VII shows that 62.5 per cent of the problem
pupils went to the "domino shacks" and not any of the
desirable pupils went to "domino shacks."
Baseball field. There is a baseball field on
Highway N©.6 ,about two miles north of town.
town teams play on this field.
followed the games.

Out-of-

Large crowds of people

Out of the sixteen pupils studied,

two, or 25 per cent, of the desirable pupils attended
these games without supervision.
ed in town.

The other six remain

Five, or 62.5 per cent, of the problem

pupils went to the ball field without supervision.
other three stayed in town.

The

Children need recreation

but young children need supervision.

Without guidance

some youngsters react to new experiences unprofitably.
Readiness is important in teaching anything ; therefore,
they need guidance in meeting new experiences.
Shaffer pointed out:
Three of the most important
determiners of learning are op
portunity, guidance and success.

1

Cole, Luella, Psychology of Adolescence. Fp371-372.
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Guidance is probably even more important
in the formation of personality than is
opportunity. If parents or other persons
of influence solve their adjustment prob
lems in adequate ways, these modes of
response will be assimilated by the child,
both through the suggestion of solution
and because the parental habit of person
ality, either desirable or undesirable,
is found to be satisfying or tension rer
ducing, it will tend to be perpetuated.

1
Shaffer, Laurence

, Psychology of Adjustment. Pp. 361-
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CHAPTER III
PUPILS» ADJUSTMENTS TO THEIR ENVIRONMENT
This discussion will be in three parts:

first, how

the pupils adjusted themselves to their home environment;
second, how they adjusted themselves to their school en
vironment; third, how they adjusted themselves to their
community environment.

The sixteen pupils' behavior pat

terns were checked against their parents' behavior patterns.
Since all human activities are caused by certain urges,
drives, or wants, there was something causing the pupils to
react as they did.

The pupils reacted to present situations

in terms of past experiences.

Those past experiences came

from their homes,school and community environment.
Pupils' adjustment to their home environment.

In making

a survey of the pupils' adjustment to the educational status
of their parents, it was found that the academic records for
some of the pupils were as good from homes of parents who
had completed only the elementary school as those coming from
homes of parents who were college graduates.

The educational

resources in the home and the interest parents took in their
children seem to have been important in adjusting the child's
behavior in his home environment more so than the educational
preparation of parents.
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The economic status of the sixteen homes in this study
did not determine the social adjustments of the sixteen
selected pupils to their home environment.
rated

wi)Oorw

There were homes

with pupils making A's, while there were homes

of higher rating with pupils making F's.

The girl that made

an A from the home rated "poor" had love and security from her
parents. Pupils coming from homes where they had love and
security from their parents made better social adjustments
to their home environment than those coming from homes where
there was lack of love and security.

The pupils' social

adjustments in the homes determined to a great extent their
relationship with out-of-horae groups.
The pupils in this study that came from broken home3 or
homes where relationship between members of the family was
not good showed symptoms of maladjustment.

Home visitations

and interviews made the writer know that some of these par
ents were maladjusted.

Some of these pupils tried to fool

their parents about the hours they were supposed to be on
the school campus.

They reported to parents that they had

to have things for school work that they did not have to
have.

One child tried to satisfy himself by means of dis

honesty.

Langdon, in the following statement, says:
We can keep our promises to them
or else show them good reason why we
cannot.
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To sum up, let us be sincere with
them ourselves and help them to be sincere
and genuine in all their dealings both
with themselves and other people (whether
taught or caught) truthfulness and honesty
as qualities of thought do seem to develop
best when children are given opportunities
to see sincerity and genuineness operating
in the lives of those who are nearest to ^
them, those whom they respect and cherish.
Some of these pupils did misdemeanors in the home
that the grown-ups in the home resented.

On a visit to one

home there were two guardians of a pupil, a grandmother and
the pupil's father.

The grandmother told of how much trouble

the grandson gave her.

In telling the grandson's story, she

told much about her son, the father of the grandson.

The

boy's adjustment in the home was very much like the father's
adjustment to life's situations.

The boy's misdemeanors were

his reactions to situations based on the pattern followed
by his father.

The stress and strain of the boy's early life

had caused him to be badly maladjusted.
All these youngsters were adjusting themselves, for the
most part, in the same trend of life as their guardians.

The pupils' adjustment to their school environment:
When the pupils came to school, they had new situations to
confront them and new problems of life to solve.
to adjust themselves to the new environment.

They had

They had to

get acquainted with the school personnel and students.

The

1T
Langdon, Grace, "Truthfulness and Honesty Taught or
Caught," National Parent Teacher. p. 23.
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children that came from homes where parents had given them
a feeling of belonging, respect, love, protection, and se
curity, were very easily adjusted to the new environment.
They were eager to participate in school activities, their
relationship with the school personnel and students was
good, and they showed much interest in class work.

These

pupils had developed very desirable personalities.

On the

other hand, pupils who came from homes where lack of
interest in their activities, lack of love, respect, and
protection from their parents had led to feelings of in
security made a different adjustment. Some of them showed
symptoms of delinquency.

They developed problems with

their teachers, other members of the school personnel,
and the student body.
tardations.

Some of them had one or more re

They were highly emotional.

The youngsters

adjusted themselves to the school environment in proportion
to the experiences and knowledge they had of human relations.
Pupils* adjustment to their community environment. One
hundred per cent of the desirable pupils, which were 50 per
cent of the sixteen children studied, adjusted themselves
to the community environment.

They attended meetings of the

church and its auxiliaries, frequented ice cream parlor
Number Two, went to the picture shows, and visited their
friends.

Their adjustment seemed to have been satisfactory.

They showed no signs of delinquency.
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They seemed to have reached a high degree of emotional
and social maturity.

They seemed emotionally stable with

no feelings of insecurity and inferiority.

They found school

work agreeable and satisfying, and they participated actively
in social events at school.
These desirable pupils lived in the same community
environment and under the influence of the same community
activities as the problem pupils under study.

There were some

factors, forces, or drives, causing the desirable group to
adjust themselves to the Hearne community environment as they
did. It has been found in all comparisons, between groups
of pupils in this study and their parents, that the pupils
showed traits quite similar to their parents.

For that reason,

it is believed that these young pupils* adjustment to the en
vironment was due to their parents* behavior.
The problem pupils, also attended the church, picture
shows, ice cream parlor Number Two, and visited their friends,
but not in the same manner, nor with the same interest, nor
with the same type of supervision.

These young pupils also

went to the Beer Tavern, domino shacks, ice cream parlor
Number One and the ball field.

They showed more interest

in these places of recreation than they showed in any other
places of recreation.
Some of these pupils were as loud at school as they
were in the Beer Tavern.

They showed many of the traits

of the frequenters of the Beer Taverns.

When they were not

free to roam and carry on in the manner of the frequenters
of the "Hill", they showed emotional instability, became
truants, showed signs of frustration, and adopted agressive
attitudes toward authority when exercised by parents or
teachers.

These young pupils' behavior patterns were similar

to those of the adults who frequented the "Kill".

The parents

of some of these pupils frequented the Beer Taverns. These
problem pupils1 adjustment to the Hearne community environment
is evidence that they reflected their home environment because
every comparison between this group and their parents showed
similar behavior patterns.
Shaffer says:
Identification is not deliberately
acquired, nor is the individual usually
aware of its nature or adjustive signi
ficance. It is a very deeply ingrained
habit arising through the trial and
error processes of adjustive learning.
Identification is a normal form of adjust
ment, present in all persons, but is like
ly to be of exaggerated value to those who
have excessive attitudes of inferiority.1

1

Shaffer, L. P., The Psychology of Adjustment. p. 162.
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CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Summary
As was stated in the opening pages of this study, the
primary purpose was to show whether or not parents' behavior
determined the moral ideas of their children.
A study was made of a desirable group of students, a
problem group of students, and the parents of each group.
By summing up the most important factors in the data, it
was found that there were more students influenced by their
parents' behavior than otherwise.
If one really desires to know whether children's moral
ideas are influenced by their parents' behavior, one should
learn both parent's and child's behavior patterns.

This

does not mean that one should study their behavior in just
one situation but in many situations under different influences.
One very successful way of studying one's behavior is by obser
vation and interviews over a period of time.
naires would be the next best method.

To use question

Since the methods * ob

servation, interviews, and questionnaires seem most practical
for the purpose of the writer, they were used in order to
obtain the data upon which this

thesis was based.

Both parents

and pupils gave willing co-operation in the collecting of the
data used for this study.
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The educational status of the guardian is an influential
factor in the child's life but special care, money and the time
the guardians give their children are more influential for
their educational development.

The economic status of parents

effects the behavior of their children but a feeling of love and
security from parents is a greater factor in determining the
pupils' social and educational development.

The physical defects

of the pupils revealed were not prohibiting factors in the child
ren's educational development nor their social adjustment.

The

social background of these homes varied but the largest per
centage of pupils that were easily adjusted to their home en
vironments with the correct conception of right and wrong came
from homes where supervision was given the pupils and the home
had an average moral standard.
The sixteen pupils' adjustment to their environment
reflected their parental background, they formed similar be
havior patterns to their parents'.
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Conclusions
The correlation between parents and their children were
extremely high; considering the nature of the data compared,
they are sufficient to have considerable significance.

The

evidence presented seems to justify the conclusion that there
is a definite tendency for children to form behavior patterns
similar to their parents.
There is also a definite tendency for pupils to reflect
their parents' behavior in non-home situations.

Neither the

lack of high educational status nor the lack of high economical
status will prohibit pupils from high educational attainment;
provided they have had sufficient motivation for further study.
On the other hand, both are influential factors in promoting
educational development.
Considering the results of the study as a whole, one must
concede the most influential factors in the pupils' lives. The
evidence in this study bears out that parent behavior is the
most influential factor in the pupil's life.
Recommendations
In the light of the foregoing statements the following
suggestions are made:
1. That teachers study their pupils and their pupils'
family background.
2. That teachers make a case study of the problem pupils.
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3. That there should be a home, school, and community
program improvised to meet the needs of the children.
4.

That parents should carefully train their youth.

5.

That parents and teachers should remember that the

most effective teaching is that teaching which is done by
concrete examples.
6.

That parents give their children security of love and

the necessary things of life.
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A P P E N D I X

QUESTIONNAIRE I

Name___
Sex

Age
_

State Relation

7.

Name the places they go in the clay

8.

Name the places they go at night

9.

Do they work: in the clay?

Where?

10.

Do they work at night?

11.

What organizations do they belong to?

IE.

Where do they go on Sunday morning?

13.

Where do they go on Sunday evening?_

14.

Where do they go on Sunday night?

15.

What do they read?

16.

What time do they go to bed at night?
Mother

17.

Father

Have you heard curse words or any profane language?
Where?

QUESTIONNAIRES II
1*

Grade

2. Name
3. Sex
4. . Age
5. Address

_

.

6. How many guard ians?
7. Name the places you go in the day when you are not at
school
8. Name the places you go at night
9. Do you play in the day?

Where?

10. Do you play at night?

Where?

11. What organization do you belong to?
12. Where do you go on Sunday mornings?
13. Where do you go on Sunday evenings?
14. Where do you go on Sunday night?
15. What do you read at home?

(other than school booksT"

16. What time do you go to bed?
17. Have you ever used a curse word?
18. Who tells you what is right or wrong?__
19. When you do wrong who helps you get out of trouble?

20. Whom do you want to be like?_
21.

Whom do you know that does right?

22. Have you been sent to the principal's office for
punishment?

How many times?

For what

.QUESTIONNAIRE III

1. How man persons live in this house?
2. How many married?
3. How many unmarried?
4. How many mothers in the home?
5. Are there children in this home not brothers and
sisters?
6. Who is_

mother?

7. Where does she live?
8. Y/ho is

father?_

9. Where does he live?
10. Who is

guardian?

11. Where is your husband or wife?,
12. How long had he or she been under your super
vision?

